
February 2019 Newsletter from Paul and Becky Abel 
                                      

Since our last letter so much 
has happened! I will just 
mention some highlights here 
and add some photos for you 
to get a hint of what has 
transpired. Life with the 
Abels in Brazil is always 
exciting!                                                                                                                                                        

This is a photo of our whole 
family - 18 of us now! Andrew 
and Alexi and Judah came 
from the U.S. right after 

Christmas to spend a couple of weeks with us. We house-swapped with another family and made some 
special memories at the beach. We also celebrated little Judah’s first birthday a little early while they were 
in Brazil. It was wonderful to be together and fun to reflect on how the Lord is using our family in ministry, 
each one in their own place. With family in three different countries it may be a bit more challenging to get 
the whole gang together in the future. 

With joy (and sadness) we accompanied Mafú and Ednay and Zoey to their new mission field near Asuncion, 
Paraguay, last week.  It was fun to help them get settled in their rented quarters at the Brazilian Bethany 
Fellowship mission base.  A Brazilian missionary couple received us warmly and will help our kids in their first 
steps in a new country and culture.  It reminded me of how we worked to get John and Hannah Lee settled 
in Brazil in 2018, and now we are receiving the blessing of veteran missionaries accompanying our children 

in a foreign country. Benides and Ane (Pictured to the left of Ednay) will 
be the surrogate grandparents for Zoey while we are far away. Even 
though Paraguay is a neighboring country we perceived many 
differences as we crossed the border – language (Spanish and Guaraní), 
customs and food and ethnicity, topography (more flatlands and smaller 
vegetation), temperature (over 100 degrees every day), currency 
($6,050.00 Guaranís to one dollar).  If you follow Matthew and Ednay 
you will learn more about Paraguay in the months to come. Thanks for 
your prayers for them in this new endeavor. 

In November the Annual Conference was held at the ARCA with a 
good group of members from our churches. Our theme from I Tim. 
1:18-19 was "Fight the Good Fight, Holding on to Faith and a Good 
Conscience." A new National Board was elected bringing to an end 
our two-year commitment during 2017 and 2018. We feel positive 
about the things we contributed to the national Free Lutheran 
church during these two years and are very pleased with the new 
officials elected for the next three-year term. Two men were also 
ordained to the ministry.  



  

 

 

 

 

In the beginning of December, we were able to finish the document process to secure permanent 
residency for John and Hannah Lee and their family. This is a great reason for rejoicing! Only those who have 
worked with all the hassles of overseas documentation can appreciate this victory. The Lees are doing 
famously and have successfully faced many new challenges in their first seven months 

Christmas time is a happy time, full of decorations and parties 
and events to celebrate the first advent of our Lord. I directed 
a Christmas program at church that was presented in both of 
the churches where we are participating regularly.  At the time 
it seems like so much work, but everyone is pleased with the 
final result.  During this time Matthew and Ednay moved back 
home so we had some special “Zoey time” before they moved 
to Paraguay.  We had our annual church dinner and program 
on New Year’s Eve which I head up each year. 

 

  
 
The ARCA had a “facelift” and is newly painted on the outside.  The Bateias church has been working hard 
to raise money to build a parsonage for Pastor Fernando and his family.  They are currently living in ARCA 
housing.  Through donations and pizza sales and joint work days the foundation and garage have been built.  
This is a big project for the church and will likely take a long time to complete. For a couple of months we are 
allocating the funds from our pizza sales to fund a trip to Campo Mourão for Carnaval Camp in early March. 
 

   



As soon as we returned from the beach we switched into “high gear” to get everything ready for our 
Children’s Camp at the ARCA.  We were so thankful to have Mafu and Ednay with us for one more camp.  
Our theme was “Let’s Go to the Farm” based on John 15 about the Vine and the Branches. Matthew shared 
the John 15 teachings and Ednay taught five basic concepts using stories about Peter - Believe, Repent, 
Obey, Trust, and Act.  I shared missionary stories each evening. It was fun to bring in some farm animals to 
the ARCA for a few days – chickens, Cornish hens, duck, rooster, bunnies, baby goats, and a pony. Each day 
we took groups of 25 children by tractor to a nearby farm to see pigs and cows and a real vineyard. The 
kids had a fun time with all the outdoor activities that were planned.  Our campfire was rained out, but we 
had a very special improvised campfire seated on the chapel floor around a bunch of candles.  Our camp 
was touched by sickness this year as a stomach flu virus was being passed around. Mafu and Nay waited 
until camp was over to succumb, but it was a nasty bug! 

         
 
Paul continues to reach out to the poor with visits and financial help. Marcio, 

pictured (right), fell while working for us and broke his 
foot.  He is the sole bread winner for the family so we 
have tried to help them out during this time. Money for 
building a bathroom and small kitchen (left) for Juarez 
was received so that work is in progress as I write. Thanks 
to those of you who reach out to these people in need.  

 
We are planning to go to the United States the end of August 2019 for furlough. The time will fly by until 
then, and we hope to be focused on doing the ministry God has planned for us here while getting things in 
place in order to be gone for a few months. 
 
Prayer Requests 

• Upcoming visit in March from Del and Karen Palmer (present Mission Director) and Earl and Joan 
Korhonen (new Mission Director) 

• Carnaval Camp in Campo Mourão March 1-5 
• Construction of Prayer room at the ARCA in memory of Becky’s Dad 
• Women’s Conference in April 
• Provision for the construction of the parsonage in Bateias 
• A pastor to substitute us at the Mighty Fortress church in São Braz. 

 
Contact us by e-mail – paulabelfamily@gmail.com or by phone:763-390-6825 
 
Thank you for being involved with Missions through your gifts and prayers!  We are a team!  
 
AFLC World Missions 3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. Minneapolis, MN 55441 


